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THEMA: Heritable Connective Tissue Disorders

Coordinator:

Prof Dr G. Mortier and Prof Dr A. Verbruggen (Universiteit Gent)

Registration and information:
Mrs Katia Poelman






Department of Medical Genetics






Ghent University Hospital






De Pintelaan 185






9000 Gent






Phone: 09-2403602






Fax: 09-2404970






Email: katia.poelman@UGent.be

Place:

Het Pand (zaal Rector Vermeylen)



Onderbergen 1



9000 Gent



http://www.ugent.be/nl/univgent/nl/personeel/dienstfacil/pand
Date:

Thursday 16 March 2006

Aim:


Heritable connective tissue disorders are genetic (usually monogenic) conditions that affect the development and growth of various parts of the connective tissue. The past two decades, we have witnessed dramatic advances in our understanding of the extracellular matrix and its components. This new knowledge has enhanced our perception of the molecular and genetic basis of this group of disorders. In addition, it has provided us with new insights necessary for tissue engineering. In the morning session an overview is given of the current knowledge on the pathogenesis of connective tissue disorders affecting the skeleton, skin and cardiovascular system. In the afternoon session state of the art lectures are scheduled on tissue engineering for this group of disorders. During this symposium each lecturer will discuss his own research results and provide the students with insights in the used strategies for accomplishing the initially defined goals.  

Program:

9h45

Welcome

Morning session: Genetic defects in connective tissue


10h00

Genetic disorders affecting bone growth and articular integrity. G Mortier  (UG)

10h45
Genetic disorders with abnormal bone density. W Van Hul (UA)

11h30
Break

11h45
Genetic disorders affecting skin and blood vessels. B Loeys (UG)

12h30
Discussion followed by lunch

Afternoon session:  Connective tissue engineering

14h00

Tissue engineering: reconstitution of tissue function. F Luyten (KUL)

14h45

Mature phenotypically stable connective tissue cells in connective tissue bioengineering. A Verbruggen (UG)

15h30
Break

16h00
Biocompatible & biodegradable matrices in connective tissue engineering. E Schacht (UG)

16h45
Discussion and closure







